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Health care professionals (WP1)
– Strategies-formats developed 

• Need to be based on  GRADE
• Should be organized as multilayered

– Different needs, different layers
• Need to be electronic

» Static presentation (e.g. pdf)
» Interactive moving from layer to layer (e.g. 

PC, smartphone,…)

1. A top layer format
2. A decision aid template
3. An evidence to recommendation 

framework



TOP LAYER



Top layer: development of a prototype 

Top layer format: what clinicians would want to see next to 
understand the recommendation (entrance). 

– Rationale/Justification

– Key information (grade factors)
– The balance between benefits and harms

– The confidence/certainty in the estimates of effect (quality)

– Values and preferences

– Resource considerations

– Other factors



Top layer: template version 1

Recommendation Key information Rationale

Many choices involved



TL: Stakeholder feedback/user testing 

• 35 individual user tests across 7 countries in 3 iterations:

– Liked interactive multilayer approach

– Too crowded, too complex (i.e. out with 95%CIs)

– Symbols were confusing

– Colors promising. 

• Subsequent refined templates received improved feedback









Trials and surveys

• Multicenter RCT 1:

– A randomized trial comparing evidence summaries with 

and without evidence based recommendations.  

• Survey / RCT 2:

– To determine physicians´understanding, attitudes and 

preferences concerning trustworthy guidelines in 

traditional and new presentation formats (using 

clickers) 



DECISION AIDS 



Implications of weak recommendations

• Many recommendations are weak

• Patients: The majority of people in this situation would 
want the recommended course of action, but many would 

not.

• Clinicians: Be more prepared to help patients to make a 
decision that is consistent with their own values



Decision aids (SHARE-IT)
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• Weak recommendations warrant shared-decision 
making, but how?
Decision aids linked to GRADE Guidelines
Designed to enhance the conversation during the 
clinical encounter



Decision aids
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Evidence & SDM the point of care
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Evaluation in RCT & Cohort studies (EMR)

PHASE II

PHASE I
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• Brainstorming with experts
from GRADE, DECIDE, SDM-DA

• Designing of initial prototype

Initial prototype

Evidence Summaries
From GRADE
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Final Decision Aids

Observations in 
clinical encounters

Study team 
composed of 

clinicians, guideline 
developers, methodologists, 

designers and and 
experts in SDM 

Field User 
testing

Modified 
prototype

Stakeholders
endorsement
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5 international meetings (2-3 days)

 Framework for generic DA
 Multilayered approach

- Nov 2012:   McMaster
- Feb 2013:    Rome (GRADE/DECIDE)
- June 2013:  Lima (ISDM)
- Dec 2013:   Oslo
- Jan 2014:    Barcelona (GRADE/DECIDE)
- Multiple conference calls

- 15 User-Testings
- 12 ongoing DA
- 2 countries: Canada + Norway
- Soon adding Spain and US
- 3 major iterations
- 22 modifications addressing issues



Information one click away
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EVIDENCE TO DECISION 
FRAMEWORKS



EtD frameworks

• To help guideline panels (and decision makers) 
move from evidence to a recommendation or 
decision.

• Builds on previous work from GRADE
• Different frameworks for different types of 

decisions
– Clinical, Health system, Coverage, Diagnostic
– Worked coordinated across WPs

• Interactive and integrated in GDT
• Working on a series



EtD frameworks



Next steps

• Further refinement of top layer
– User testing
– Implementation and evaluation in guidelines

• Decision aid template
• User testing
• Implementation in GDTs and guidelines
• Test in RCTs / other designs

• Evidence to decision framework
• Further evaluation in guideline panels

– Compare with standard less structured processes 
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