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UK National Screening 

Committee

• UK- Wide Policy 

• Country 

implementation



Screening Programmes-

Scotland
• Cervical Screening

• Breast Screening

• Bowel Screening

• Pregnancy Screening: 
– Communicable Diseases in Pregnancy

– Haemoglobinopathies screening

– Down’s syndrome and other congenital anomalies

• Newborn Screening:
– Newborn Bloodspot 

– Universal Newborn Hearing 

• Diabetic Retinopathy Screening 

• Pre-School Vision Screening

• Aortic Abdominal Aneurysm Screening



Implementation and Monitoring

• Bowel screening

• Flex sig

• Diabetic Retinopathy Screening

• Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

• Pregnancy and Newborn Screening

• Breast Screening

• Cervical Screening



Bowel Screening



Evidence of effectiveness:

Prof  Hardcastle Study Nottingham

• Faecal Occult Blood testing of an asymptomatic 
population

• 2% of number screened needed further investigation

• 11% of this number had cancer

• Improvement in mortality rate of 15%

Kronburg O et al (1996) Randomised study of screening 
for colorectal cancer with faecal occult blood test. 
Lancet 348, 1467-1471

Hardcastle JD et al(1997) Randomised controlled trial of 
faecal occult blood screening for colorectal cancer. 
Lancet 348, 1472-1477



Bowel screening

• RCT

• Cochrane Systematic Review of 

Colorectal Cancer Screening Using 

the Fecal Occult Blood Test 

(Hemoccult): An Update (2006)

• SIGN 126



UK Pilots (2000 onwards)

• Aim: to test 

feasibility of 

screening in “real 

life” NHS

– Coventry and 

Warwickshire

– Fife, Grampian 

and Tayside

(each with approx. 

1m pop.)





Implementation Plan
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NHS Tayside

NHS Grampian

NHS Fife

NHS Ayrshire & Arran

NHS Orkney

NHS Forth Valley

NHS Lothian

NHS Western Isles

NHS Borders

NHS Dumfries & Galloway

NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde

NHS Lanarkshire

NHS Shetland

NHS Highland



Scottish Standing Committee for Screening 

Membership

• HB Chief Executive (Chair)

• National Coordinator Screening Programmes 

• HB Medical Director 

• HB Finance Director

• Director of Public Health

• Director NSD

• Finance director NSD

• e health

• public/user representatives

• Representatives of: NSD, ISD,HIS, HS

• Primary Care





Scottish Bowel Screening Programme

Key Performance Indicators Report: May 2013 

data submission 

Invitations between 1st November 2010 and 

31st October 2012













Cervical 

Screening

Social marketing

Social media

Evaluation




