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WHO Guidelines 



Making judgments explicit 
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Guideline Development Process 

 
 Identification of priority questions and critical outcomes; 
 Retrieval of the evidence; 
 Assessment and synthesis of the evidence; 
 Formulation of recommendations; 
 Planning for dissemination, implementation, impact evaluation and 

updating. 



Decision-making 



DECIDE: Decision-making 



Where did the evidence on acceptability and 
feasibility come from? 

 Generally, evidence on acceptability and feasibility is 
not systematically reviewed in guideline processes 
 

 We wanted to bring the same level of rigour to these 
questions as to questions of effectiveness 
 

 Decision to use syntheses of qualitative research 
(CerQual) and programme implementation reports 
(SURE framework) 
 

? 
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Including a wider range of evidence: 
implications (1) 

 Requires more resources 
 

 Qualitative syntheses are still relatively rare, although rapidly 
increasing 
 

 Programme reviews are rarely included in guideline evidence 
synthesis 
 

 Requires broader set of skills within one team 



Including a wider range of evidence: 
implications (2) 

 The syntheses offered us relevant information about acceptability 
and feasibility issues 

 In addition,  this evidence was used to  develop implementation 
considerations for recommended options 



 At the start of the process, some 
guideline panel members were 
sceptical to trial focus - disliked 
neglect of “programmatic 
experience” 
 

 Our inclusion of qualitative data 
for specific questions may have 
increased acceptance of trial data 
for other questions 
 

Including a wider range of evidence: 
implications (3) 



 Reduces the use of 
anecdotal evidence 
regarding acceptability and 
feasibility 
 

Including a wider range of evidence: 
implications (4) 
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WHO Antenatal Care Recommendations  
(2014-2015) –work streams 

• Cochrane (P&C) reviews 
Individual Interventions 

• Systematic reviews 
Antenatal testing 

• Cochrane (EPOC) reviews 
Health system and community level interventions 

• SURE frameworks, selected programmes 
Programmes 

• Systematic reviews, CerQual 

Barriers and facilitators to access to and provision of care 

• ?? 
Modeling 
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Using DECIDE: Is it worth it? 

 It probably makes a difference for certain types of evidence 
synthesis such as health systems recommendations  

 It helps in managing the Panel (keep your experts under control!)  
 To do justice to the DECIDE framework appropriate evidence 

synthesis decisions should be made at the beginning of the guideline 
development process 

 iETD could make panel preparation possible online before the face to 
face meetings and could save time and money 

 Populating the framework during a panel meeting is probably not a 
good idea 
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