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Going from evidence to coverage decision

Work Package 2 Policymaker and manager 
focussed strategies for communicating 
evidence-based recommendations

Objective: Development of tools and strategies targeted to
WP2’s audience: policy makers, managers and their support
staff with responsibility for making coverage decisions.
These coverage decisions are defined as decisions by third
party payers (public or private health insurers) about whether
and how much to pay for drugs, tests, devices or services
and under what conditions and can take place at national
and/or regional level depending on the type of interventions.

Methods: The initial 
development of an 
optimal presentation 
format was based on 
the work of the GRADE 
working group. 
The development 
process includes different 
strategies used in parallel 
and iteratively.

WP2 Group: Laura Amato, Luciana Ballini, Massimo Brunetti, Roberto D’Amico, Marina Davoli, Luca De Fiore, Rossana De Palma, Eliana Ferroni, Marien Gonzalez Lorenzo, 
Nicola Magrini, Lorenzo Moja, Francesco Nonino, Salvatore Panico, Donato Papini, Elena Parmelli, Vanna Pistotti, Silvia Pregno, Carlo Saitto, Gianni Virgili, Gustavo Zanoli.

Results
• 7 Frameworks developed:

- 3 on drugs (bevacizumab+Paclitaxel , Palivizumab, NOACs)
- 3 on high cost technologies (MRI, DUS, Da Vinci Robot) 
- 1 on device (Inferior vena cava filter) 

• 6 National and International workshops organised

Evidence to Coverage Decision Framework (EtCD) 

The EtCD is structured in 3 sections:

Section 1: clinical question, PICO, background information.

Section 2: domains, criteria, judgement, research evidence, additional information.

Section 3: balance between desirable and undesirable consequences, decision, restrictions, justification and implementation 
considerations.
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Users’ feedbacks:

Domain Criteria

Problem Is the problem a priority?

Value Is there important uncertainty about how much 

people value the main outcomes?

Certainty of the 

evidence

What is the overall certainty of the evidence of 

effects?

Benefits & Harms How substantial are the desirable anticipated 

effects?

How substantial are the undesirable anticipated 

effects?

Do the desirable effects outweigh the 

undesirable effects?

Resource use How large are the resource requirements?

How large is the incremental cost relative to the 
net benefit?

Equity What would be the impact on health inequities?

Acceptability Is the option acceptable to key stakeholders?

Feasibility Is the option feasible to implement?
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